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1 155 ter, of his firſt General Epiſtle, by 1 54 
; - ting before them the excellency of "their. fpirithal, 3 
ri generate. State, compared with "all * reel. _ 
F Jencies and endowments whatſoever.” 7 
that 1 . 'Fleſh With all its Glory, is a ng! 
; ibo periſhing 55 ing I droops Ii like 8 . 3 
and Eee: NP Ake r 2 raſs. Now, in a. flower Wer 
there are, three: excellencies, * wetth 5 le 
tion. Beauty, Which affects the 1 
which. affects the Smell; and tis. ' 10 5 RG FR 1 
and delic * to be handled.” 2 "A i! theſe 4 
Apoſtle'pa les by, and ſp Saks of th 
as touring, at in a eee 
tion: The Graſs withereth,. I Floo 
away... Hence we ma ſervo char Mar CY 
in the height of all f ety of W Fear 


Honour, when gouridhin with ** the” Otham 
— Wit and Beauty, is eye in a fadipg. 
ireaying e «This he 5 elf d! 
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Tg Pratrniſt The days of Mar are but as © 
2 Ar be faut iſbelh as 4 Flower . - t the 
ie 


gone, and the "thereof ſhall know it no more, 
* Pfalm ciii. — Je be Flower be. nei- 
ther cut, - nor its Branches lopt off,” yet it is blaſt. 
my a breath ef Wind, or been away by the 

ive heat of the Sun' 8 beams. All Fleſh it 
as phy 2 and all the Glory of Man, as the Finer | 


F-the-Grafs, - But the Wordof the Lord endureth. 


| for ever. That |, the Word of Gop, Th Mind 
Jv 8 CuRisT, contained in, and revealed "by, the 


_ Goſpe el, ſhall Bee and 19 To for ever : Shall 
never . aboliſhed, never be rep The Word 
of Gon is cyerlaſtin ng Trot, ths IF in its Nas 
n the regenerate; 
it abideth for ever, and fo doth their Eftate : Ws 
are. again begotten by it to a newnelſs of Life. 
- The. word of Gop is the incorruptible Seed, or 
- Principle of Regeneration: 'Tis the Word 
of. ang 1 Lite, becauſe. it advances thoſe that 
* and obe * to the. enjoyment of the bea, 
1 . Ly the e 
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| 295 ng, len Congiti on, ever Jad, ng, 
[ my | | 8 econdly, 


As ſeon as the Wind goeth over it, it is _ 


; Ard Thirdh, I nn of the: litter Part/ 
of the Text, (But the Word of the Lord en | 
reth for ever) I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, * Bezel | 
| 1. That ths Man fade as the Blower of th A 
Field, yet the Word of. and 
| ak by the Goſpel; by which wear th regu 
late and govern our Aftions, {ball hever be i ſhed, * 
de ener eee, 3 vi 


. That they ww live agree det, 8 
ud, partakers of that 6 8 4 
for the dorm in the Lage of Heaven. ang 
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Firſt; T an to confi, tr Mon in bir ly 

Eftate, is but in 4 langu/hing, d 

nun; ever fading, ever og.” * 
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onen d we fee, by daily, experience. This. 


rance in the World. 


Y e Gay cement Winter, apdic 1 


3 ate common, Lot ef all, the We, as, mall. | 
75 ih ah Fooliſh ;. the High with the . 

Lo, the Rich with the Poor, are all limited \ 
© 420 Prof - - NarrgW... boundaries of: a tranſent 
Tr” bes ek Lime, 1 8 has its full Period, not 
„ long after its. felt 
Pallida mors aquo — hat pede pauperum 5 
n Reguimgue turres*,.. Says the Poet, Horace. 
| hat 18, D E ATA, Without reſpect of Perſons, 


kpocks at the zich Man's Palage, (to our in- 


.Aorrow and grief, We 5 Ab, el: 


Mans Cottage. 7. Even th 1 ſe of | . 8 | 


9 — 4 N as well as the 1 


Vea, cho that bave lived hike. Gods muff | x 


gone Day paſs that Peril: 
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de) together - ART he. bad muſt 


. and what is Loco: of the numer 
Progeny of Adam himſelf? If . e A; 


rious and im partial view of our. ſelves, the . 


less hand 83 cares which, harraſß and di- 
tra our Minds, the numerqus train of N 


dents, 
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2 Men. WIe that wield. Sceptres, and 
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13 org they abundantly demonſtrite our 8 
Condition. Hence it is , f 
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e n Hh 1 
me true Peace or tranquillity of Mind; but en- - 
1 tinual warring Deſires, tumultuous Troondte LE 
afflicting Fears, anguiſh, and anxiety; and, with--  . 

45 ak remedy perpetual diſcontent. The. poor a8 
y think, e with the galling Yoke of; 
> ok the Rich, too often, (but far from 
the practice of the deceas d) perplex d with con- 
triving ambitious Projrcts; and the middle ſort, 
bondaged with beholding ſome; others whole fate 5 
hag hv: more ſucceſsful than their wn. Vet 
the wiſdom and juſtice of Providence are em- 
mently dauingulched in this, that he makes what - _. 
Men are apt, too apt, to eſteem their greateſtt 
Felicity, to prove their continual Torment: For 
no ſooner are we raiſed from our downy Pillow, © 
bat we are ſurrounded with a multiplicity of Cares. 
which violently ruſh in upon us, diſturb our wa- 
- - king Thoughts, haunt our Steps throughout be. 5 1 1 
1 e diſcompoſe our reſt in the ſilent Night. 
So at here we may very fitly apply to our . 
bh is deſcribed in general, by Moſes, of wick - 
ed Men: Our Vine is of + the Vine e T4 
a1 of the Field. of - GoMoRRaAn :. Our Grapes . 1 
are Grapes of Gall, their cluſters. are bitter. Ou: 
= Witte is the poyſon of Dragons, and the venom of 
5 5 » Ajps. Deut. xxxii. 32. 33. This is, the pre- 
:  SchpitateCourle, this is the forlorn State and Con- 
dition of Man. And indeed, were it fat other- 
dee 58. paſs 9 e e — | 


* ö 4 
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| PO Rr" ** or diſcontent, yet, 505 
n lindo ſolid fatiefittion, could we really expect to 
enjoy! The very Thou ghts'of a departing Hour = 
1 which we are every moment liable to, ſtrikes an 
immediate damp upon the Spirits, and gives an 
unpleaſunt reliſm to tho Ne enden For 
Which reaſon Man may gaze hr pe and 
oY temporal — a Happi were 
he to manage 2 Chriſtap-vatfürg, . 1 — the ex- 
Akteſt ęaution, and moſt fleady ſobriety. "Ive - 
mmhertneß and uncertainty of Life, and the many 
_ acejderits which daily ſurround us, make thoſe'ad- 
'_ vantages” which Providence has given us to en- 
Joy Fat by mary unoreſcen, and ſudden Sur- 
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g apud o be [nated by from ts." ee e 
Te cauſed the yy on of St uns Supt 
— 1 Manner to deliver himſelf thus. FO 
Death" Bow butter is the remembrance of "this; 1b 
Man that hurh nothing lo vex bim but bath Pro- 
2 all Things Now was Deatk ſet at as 
A Giſtance "from: us, as tlie longeſe Feria 
man Nature would admit of, yet even fo, we 
wh in à Manner look . . it, as N 
_ ad” near at ad 
1 = Ard Cale is, ſts et Kew re- 
_ verſe 5 What innumerable:inſtances:are there of 
Men who by the Wheel of Fortune, having 
e ee advanced to tlie higheſt” carthiy En- 
| om 


ful, are upon this Account, as St. Paul obſerves,” 
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joy ents, hank bs ; ſudden and 2 
Change, r to grins arora { 
Duſt? What an unwelcome aftoniſhment was it. 
to that remarkable General Alexander the oo 3 4 
| who, when he had” conque vered powerful Nati: 
ons, and fubdued mighty Kingdoms, and had 
amaſp d, had propoſed to himſelf the greateſt ſa- 
tisfaction, in reigning UNVZRSAT MonARcH: of 
che World; in the very height and top of his En- 
joyment, to be ſtruck with the amazin ng ſpecca- : 
cle and terror" of Death? Never 3 . was 
there ſuch true eaſe and tranquillity of Mind 
vouchſafed unto Mankind: as have not had ſome 
obſtructions and hindrances to allay their Per- 
fection. Or however granting that; yet that one 
irreſiſtible thing, of a never- failing Summons 

at laſt," to appear before the tremendous Majeſty 
of HEAVEN, ever incumbers, ever lays moſt grie-- 
vous ſhackles on the Mind. The very e 8 
ons of Senſe, even when moſt innocent and la- 


attended-with Toibulrion: But if ocherwiſe, when 
we come to dye, are ever followed with cruel 
deſpait and bitter remorſe. And theſe Things 
(very obvious and plain, ) are not only ungrateful 

do us, but alſo diſcompoſe our Reſt, and help to 
ö . thread! df Liſe; and, 
us off the Stage before we ard aware. It 
ow: Endleſs indeed, to enumerate, and take an- 
exact TY o all the Accidents, by which the 
4 narrow 


1 


i {pace of Liſe is contracted, e 
| buman Nature. The infirmities and diſeaſes, 
the dangers and misfortunes v which, our frail Bo- 
dies are obnoxious, to; Thee inveterate and thral-, | 
ng Paſſions. of the Mind, give us a reſtleſs and, 
uneaſy Fain, and continual; Feuds and Animoſi- 
ties daily moleſt and trouble us. Spite, 7 0 Ran- 
cour, Malice; and ſuch Diabolical, ſuch Hell born 
i Faculties as theſe, are ever and anon, ſupplant-. 
ing dur Happineſs, and ſhortning our Days. Theſe 
cCauſed Hamam, as we read Eber v. „ 115 
In the very height of Pageantry and Grandeur to 
_ declare, chat nether the Glory vf bis, Ricbes, ner, 
be multitndey gte bis Children. mor, all the: Things, 
| apbereinitbe, Nag bad promoted him; nor bis ad- 
Vvuandement above the Princes, and. other Serwants; 
of | Abaſuerucy ner - bis. being” the only. Pexſon- ade. 
mitied t to the bunguet o Eſther the Queen, auaile 
| im. ny: Wing at all, ſo long as be - ſaw. Mor-, 
decai [thi Seu, fttang, {at ? the, King's Gate. 
hoe 1. Biber I Ji. Wi, Chapters. Vet in om 
= — Conch nd. Mordecai way 
oendour, and Hamam was deprived of * 27 
be very dame Means, which he had, e, 
1 Aue detention and: Un: o οο mr) 
| 0! Hart bas JH 100 Samo di ole ud an of 
These I.) Spite, «Envy, Malice, 
„ with ignumerable 2 Things, png S 
Men, weg daily ce, in din and Perdition: S0, 
ee e yd enbiooA och [is o _ ut chat, 5 
we 41 Mardecai Queen Efther”s Ou. 1 


"0 4 
9 
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that! no one is re of a moments Security, but 
ever walking in dark and ſlippery Places, and tot- 
tering upon the brink of . itſelf. © Thus 
is the Life of Man, fo: frail, ſo weak. "Well 
therefore might the Apoſtle ſay, A Pleſh.i 16 as 
Graſs, and all. the Glory of Man as the Flower 
. of Graſs. And, fays holy Job, Man fleeth ' as a 
| Pres and continueth © not. Job 'xiv. 2. And 
again, Life is even a vapour that appeareth for @ 
rs time, and then vaniſheth away. And the 
Royal Pfalmiſt, likewiſe 'complains after the fame 


manner. Behold 1 'O' Lord, thou ba made my _ 


Days, as it *vere a Span long, and mine Age is even 
as nothing in had Hh thee, every Man OM 
15 but vanicyd. 


wig ” : N 


Seeing then we are no ſooner alin | PIT | 
BY of this' World, but we are violently hur- 
ried off again, how careful, how ſollicitous ought 
we to be, to improve our Time to the belt Ad- 

Vantage; that ſo we may act our Part with Ap- 

Tale, [eſt the Scene ſurprizingly draw upon us, 

lit we are fooliſhly gazing upon we know 
hot what, or ſimply admiring the <iQates of e our 
oyn deluded Fancys. | | 

hy 

i "Which brings r me, Secondly, To flew”! Abt the 
tonnes, and far of Life, (all Fleſh i is 

| as 
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| oy. we — nn. * Thoughtt 
of . our” Mo: 3, and how dili gent it . 
us. fo be, 9 7 


the rigbie Per mane, 4 
Dun 3 en Fo Ae 


: > bibs” AP Dance 1 
dependent Creature, that bears about him the 
Principles of human Frailty, and a Body of 
Death; whoever conſiders the many Accidents 
be is obgaxious to, and that God, by the Word 
of his. Power, may put a "ſudden. Period to his 

full-blown Glories, en even Life itſelf; much 


275 9 aj! 


. ſooner than the eommon Courſe of ene; who- 


ever truly conceives that he has no Promiſe, no 
Security from Gop, in whofe Hands are the 
Iſſues of Life, tho he may liye to ſee the riſing 
of the Sun, to be aſſur d of his continuance 8 
the. of the ſame 3 Whoever 1 iy, ſeriouſly 
reflects upon theſe Things gs, what! has he whe 
he- may or glory in himſelf ? And may he 
not look upon the greateſt earthly Enjoyments, 
as ſubject to the fame un „ with his own 
Like; for if he expires, as he ROWS not ia 
ſoon 15 may, even ſo to him, they all forth- 
with dye, and vaniſh away. How many may we 
2 whoby 5 reaſon of ſome lingering Diſorder, have 
ſenſible of the gradual 5 7 2a 
CE eir nearer approaches to that 
receptacle the 1 and even in nn. have 
received 


ſas] 


received the very Sentence of Death? Few one 

would imagine, in this languiſhing, declining Con- 
dition, would ever trouble themſelves with af piring 
to be Great, or ſet up their Banners for Tokens, 
Reflect but upon 3 ſwift approaches, which 
that irreſiſtible "thing Deatls, is 4 towards 
200 every Day, every Hour, bringing you nearer 
latter End, and ye ſhall find that no- 

th ng will more efeGtually prevail againſt the 
Fury of an immoderate Luft, or the Heat of 
an effeminate Paſſion. It will conſequently en- 
able us to make a juſt Eſtimate: of the World, 
and lay before us all its fictitious. Pleaſures, in 
a fair extended Scene. Say but to our ſelves. | 


what are all the gay glittering Ornaments of 


worldly Grandeur, even a Sceptre. and Diadem 


to a dying Man, and think how variable and 


inconſtant they are, and it will teach us to ab- 
jure and fly, nay oath and deſpiſe them. The ef- 
fectual and conſtant Senſe of our own Imper- 
fection, will naturally prompt and enliven us 


fe w provide for, Death, and a better | World, and 


ſtrongly importune us, to ſtrive earneſtly for 
8 h 2 many of an (everlaſting — hang 
henſions of Death haſtening 

1 us, ot ö ought) give the Conſcience a 
ſudden 1 rouſe up the drooping Spirit, and 
give an immediate check to thoſe aſpiring fa- 
culties, that are ever rebelling againſt the dictates. 
of true Reaſon, andthe in 3 We | 
Ch vo N 


put Ahn 1 — * ins er * . 


they" look ußen Death as at an immenſe dif- 


tance,” and dream of à Life ef many Tears and 
innumerable Days. But could we ſurmount ee 1 


wandering Thoughts, theſe"lethargick 


nations; cou'd eg be made truly ſenfible; how! | 
fmall a diſtance there is between us and Death, 


that it is even ready to ruſh in upon us, and that 


fines. of both Worlds, we could never ſure, re- 
gardleſs of our ,n Happineſs, thus play upon 


. 2 I and-Gally "with Nee, | 
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£ 


1 e F3 » N £44 22 6 Y . & 1 5 * * - * ” 


de ever cautions that we xy aro our TOs to 
Rf the e 46 b 2h 


=. kg Wil 1 doubt, inform moſt," if not all of 


our Duty either to GVD or Man. And tho) 
we lie under theſe heavy Convictions, are ill 
addicted to Procraſtination, neglecting the holy 


V Meir 
t that 
great eee eee for Mankind, is, becauſe 


we are already ſtanding as it were upon the con- 


1 2. Wnle opportunity: is — us, we ſhould 


For; endet that juſt re regiſter of our wy 


us, that we have not as we ought," diſcharg d 


Duties of RrLIOCTOx, as tho we did it on 
purpoſe to hazard our Souls, and try concluſtong 
with Gop; as tho” the preſent,” was the moſt 
1 Seaſon for — an, x 


was 


I 
155 not in che Hands of Almighty Gop. But 
ſure: the preſent is the only Time we can call 
our own, and therefote we ought to look upon iE 
the Lore lagna: reggae oo 60. 
to ourſelves and others. 190 


- We ſhonid look upon every Moment 40 dur 
lalt and then, no doubt, we ſhou'd never fail of 
IE it to 2 beſt Advantage. Let then 
fince the preſent Is the on 
7. Time we. we are ſure to enjoy the only Time 
improvement of Virtus. Booſt not thy 
bo 7 th _ the wiſe Man ſays) fring 
Fleſh is as Graſs, and we know not what a. 
Day may bring forth. Let not then to<tmorrow's 
Faak, blot out today's Repentace; leſt * 
what was threatfied to the Child ef eue, 
whom the Loxp had deliver d fro che Egyß- 
5 tians, from the \Amorites, from the Children of 
Ammon and the Philiſtines, from the Zim, 
the Amalekites and the Aamir, be our Por- 
tion and Lot. That is, chat we ſball ery 2 | 
the GODS whom we have ſerved, bur 
not avail us, in the Hoy, , th wo 
Yn oh 11. n OW" | 
|: 7 3 | 7 leaf 


ieee un them t0:the- This AA Has) * 
40iſhew: (in. profecution of the latter Part of the 
Text) in theſe Words, but be Ward" e, the 
LORD endureth * Fd * Man 
E240 B 5 Jad 
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£ fog! 
face 4. by Eper ef the! ith, by 6s 
6 2 D.. gongaingd. i it, bh «reveal - 7 
. by Which, 400 ane b negulate | 
Alivnt, ball never: be Tn mb 


out all enerations. 72050 Dem 2131 %% 02 


1 Nis hats ul Werds of che nt en they 
vaturally. lead; me to ſpeak of the excelleney of 
—_— Scriptur 25 the right uſe, ſtudy and 
meditation whereof, is the beſt Means 
1 ee the fmnilty of human Nature) toad 
moſt holy RRIIGT ON, with à Liſel i and 
| ation agreeable thereto wi. 
A - ary 1 won ae nt 
_—_ mand evi val; m_ 
= ons, . Providence with Mankind, that ha 
; NN haye us to be good and wins, and! h 
deſeherd e — thaſe 1 
im, 10 e pinefs by Feſt Chrif. And 
I hereunto, he has revealed this his 


his gra- 
ere end daten don an iby' bin Sanz 
ita to ta odd: Nu wi 5 37 ae 2 G9 38 
„ eee * 
| ow this the es yi and} enti 
- accompliſh'd, in leaving, in the moſt plain and 
Nahe CharaRters;/theis- pure and heavenly De- 
NE the uſe and a roo of ſucceeding- 
Generatigns7\ Together with a peculiar Narrative, 
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